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explanation, but it is difficult to say whether they were composed independently, or whether they were from the beginning a mere abstract of an already existing work, a kind of table of contents of a completed work. I must confess that whether these Sutras were composed at a time when writing was as yet unknown, or whether they were meant at first as the headings of written treatises, their elaboi^ation seems to me far beyond anything that we could achieve now. They must have required a concentration of thought which it is difficult for us to realise. As works of art they are of course nothing, but for the purpose for which they were intended, for giving a complete and accurate outline of a whole system of philosophy, they are admirable; for, if properly explained, they leave no doubt whatever as to the exact meaning of the authors of systems of philosophy on any point of their teaching. The same applies to the manuals of grammar, of ceremonial, of jurisprudence, and all the rest, composed likewise in the form of Sfttras.
The number of these Sfttras or headings for the system of the Ved&nta philosophy amounts to about 555. They form four books (adhy&yas), each divided into four chapters (pMa).
Besides Ved&nta-sutras this gigantic work is also known by the name of Mlmaws&-sirtras. Other names are Brahma-sutras, or /S&riraka MlmUmsa-sutras, or Vyasa-sutras. Mimftmsfi, is a desiderative form of the root man, to think, and a very appropriate name, therefore, for philosophy. A distinction, however, is made between the Pftrv& and the Uttarft Mim&ms&, that is, the former and later